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THOSE  persons,  to  whom  trusts  of  an  important  kind  have 
been  confided,  naturally  feel  some  anxiety,  to  explain  the  course 
of  their  proceedings,  and  more  particularly,  when  required  to  do  so 
by  the  charter  from  which  they  receive  their  appointments.  To 
feelings  of  this  kind,  the  Managers  of  the  Union  Canal  Company, 
are  not  insensible,  and  their  determination  has  received  a  new 
impulse,  from  the  wish  at  this  time  so  universally  expressed,  in  ^ 
favour  of  internal  improvement.  In  the  cha^m  produced  by  the 
subsidence  of  party  passions,  it  is  gratifying  to  observe  the  space 
filled  with  rational  schemes,  for  moral  reform  and  physical  ad¬ 
vancement.  So  long  as  these  sentiments  shall  influence  the  public 
mind,  the  prospect  may  be  considered  flattering,  and  neither  the 
capacity  nor  the  will  can  be  wanting  in  a  community  so  justly 
enlightened  to  its  true  interest  and  happiness. 
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The  views  which  gave  rise  to  the  Schuylkill  and  Susquehanna 
Canal  Company,  originated  with  men  of  enlarged  and  comprehen¬ 
sive  minds,  whose  patriotic  w  ishes  for  the  improvement  of  the  state, 
was  seconded  by  their  personal  interest  for  its  success.  They 
saw  that  no  single  scheme,  could  develope  and  bring  into  action, 
at  once,  so  many  sources  of  wealth,  as  the  connection  of  the  waters 
of  the  two  great  rivers,  the  Delaware,  and  the  Susquehanna.  That 
they  were  correct  in  this  opinion,  experience  has  shewn,  as  it  is 
believed,  not  an  individual  can  be  found,  who  has  geographically 
examined  those  rivers,  but  will  admit  the  truth.  But  to  them,  like 
the  sojourners  in  the  wilderness,  it  was  denied  to  see  the  promised 
land.  Few,  if  any  of  them,  at  this  day  remain  to  witness  the  efforts 
now  making,  to  revive  their  long  dormant  plans.  Though  now 
insensible  to  what  is  passing,  had  they  done  nothing  more  than  plan 
so  great  a  work  of  inland  navigation,  it  would  of  itself  be  abundantly 
sufficient  to  award  them  the  praise  of  honourable  notice,  as  bene¬ 
factors  of  their  country.  But  those  men  did  more  than  plan,  they 
executed  in  part  their  work,  and  marked  the  course  which  must 
hereafter  be  followed.  Public  opinion,  however,  at  an  important 
crisis  of  the  work,  seemed  to  desert  them,  not  so  much  from  a  want 
of  confidence  in  its  success,  as  from  the  extensive  foreign  trade, 
which  about  that  time  was  thrown  into  the  hands  of  our  merchants, 
by  the  war  which  then  and  for  a  long  time  after  devastated  Europe. 
The  immense  gains,  from  mercantile  adventures,  called  off  the 
public  attention  from  what  proposed  to  it  less  expeditious  returns. 
From  that  time  to  the  present,  intervening  causes  have  delayed 
and  diminished  the  ardour  for  national  works,  requiring  time  to 
mature  and  complete.  Opinions  are  now  by  a  change  of  circum¬ 
stances 'happily  returning,  to  what  they  formerly  were,  accompanied 
not  only  with  the  inclination,  but  the  means,  from  individual  and 
state  ability  to  complete  with  facility  these  great  designs. 

So  many  years  have  elapsed,  since  the  junction  of  the  waters  of 
the  Susquehanna  and  the  Delaware  was  first  attempted,  that  little 
more  of  its  design  is  generally  known,  than  what  its  name  indicates. 
It  is  therefore  proposed  to  give  a  brief  view  of  the  origin  and  pro¬ 
gress,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  undertaking,  its  practicability 
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of  execution,  and  the  difficulties  sustained  and  finally  overcome  in 

preserving  the  property  of  the  Company,  and  paying  all  its  engage¬ 
ments  with  fidelity.  v  ® 

The  Union  Canal  Company  of  Pennsylvania,  having  immediately 
m  ymw  ,he  connection  of  the  waters  of  the  Susquehanna  and 

C  1  Wltb  tbe  Delaware,  and  more  remotely,  those  of  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna  with  the  western  waters,  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of 
e  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  2d  April,  1811.  Previously 
to  its  formation,  separate  companies  had  been  incorporated  for  the 
same  designated  object-one  of  them,  under  the  name  of  the  Pre¬ 
sident,  Managers  and  Company  of  the  Schuylkill  and  Susquehanna 
avigation,  on  the  29th  September,  1791.— The  other,  under  the 

17s  °h  T,7P7Sident’  MaUagerS  and  C°mpaDy  of  lhe  Delaware 

Schuylkill  Canal  Navigation,  on  the  10th  April,  1792. 

The  former  Company  was  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  Cana  and  Lock  Navigation  between  the  rivers  Schuylkill  and 
Susquehanna  by  the  waters  of  Tulpehoccon,  Quitfapafailla  and 
Swatara,  ,n  the  counties  of  Berks  and  Dauphin;  and  the  latter  for 
e  purpose  of  a  Canal  and  water  communication  between  the  river 
Delaware  and  Schuylkill,  supplying  the  city  of  Philadelphia  with 
oesome  water,  and  for  constructing  wet  and  dry  Docks  for 
the  accommodation  of  vessels  entering  that  port.  The  works  on 
both  were  carried  on  for  some  time  under  the  direction  of  William 
Weston  Esq.  an  engineer  of  great  experience.  During  the  time  he 
superin  ein  ed  there  was  expended  nearly  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  on  each  Canal,  and  the  works  at  both  were  suspended  about 
he  same  time,  for  want  of  funds.  The  two  Companies  were  au- 
onsed  by  law  to  raise  by  lottery  the  sum  of  four  hundred  thou- 
sand  dollars,  and  there  was  raised  by  them  a  part  of  that  sum 
Difficulties  occurring,  many  stockholders  refused  to  make  their 
payments,  and  chose  rather  to  forfeit  their  shares  than  comply  with 
the  necessary  requisitions  made  on  them. 

theToLarv7  °f  t"'°  C°mpanie3  ha™£  beco“e  b?  means  of 
lottery  clmms  ,n  some  measure  blended,  and  the  Stock  in  both 
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Compares  principally  owned  by  the  same  Stockholders,  they  agreed 
to  unite  them  under  the  name  of  “The  Union  Canal  Company  of 
Pennsylvania,’*  and  a  new  act  of  incorporation  was  procured* 
When  the  new  Company  was  organized,  the  President  and  Mana¬ 
gers  proposed  to  raise  money  by  loan,  to  prosecute  the  works,  but 
without  success.  They  then  endeavoured  to  raise  money  by  the 
lottery  gr^nt,  which  was  incorporated  in  their  new  charter;  but 
from  the  irregularities  of  the  former  lottery,  the  public  impression 
was  much  against  it.  Several  classes  have  however  been  sold  to 
different  managers,  on  which  small  per  centage  only  could  be 
realized  clear  to  the  Company,  with  which  they  have  paid  all 
claims  against  them,  and  have  yet  to  raise,  under  the  authority  of 
their  charter,  near  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  may  be 
effected  within  a  reasonable  time,  as  the  speedy  sale  of  tickets,  and 
early  payment  of  the  prizes,  has  given  the  undertaking  a  fair  claim 
to  public  notice.  This  sum,  when  raised,  it  is  intended  to  apply 
exclusively  to  connect  the  Schuylkill  and  Susquehanna ;  as  the  part 
to  connect  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill  is  not  so  immediately  ne¬ 
cessary,  from  the  circumstance  of  a  Company  having  been  incor¬ 
porated  on  a  new  plan,  called  “  The  Schuylkill  Navigation  Com¬ 
pany,”  designed  to  render  the  Schuylkill  completely  navigable,  by 
Dams  and  Side  Locks.  This  Company  has  received  liberal  patro¬ 
nage  from  the  state,  as  well  as  individuals,  and  a  sum  sufficient 
has  been  subscribed  to  complete  the  work,  according  to  the  plans 
of  those  persons  who  projected  it,  and  are  now  carrying  it  into 
execution. 

/  \ 

The  work  which  has  been  done  on  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill 
Canal,  commenced  at  the  Schuylkill,  near  to  Norristown,  16  miles 
northwest  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  design  was,  among 
other  things,  to  bring  the  water  on  a  regular  descent,  to  supply  the 
city.  The  Canal  at  Norristown  is  forty-eight  feet  above  the  tide 
water  of  the  Delaware,  and  considerably  above  the  highest  part  of 
the  city  plot — three  miles  has  been  made  from  Norristown,  and  the 
same  distance  from  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Weston  states,  in  his  report 
respecting  the  six  miles  of  the  Canal  spoken  of,  that  the  upper  and 
lower  districts,  containing  the  above  mentioned  quantity,  have  been 
far  the  most  difficult  and  expensive  in  execution. 


The  dimensions  of  this  Canal  are  as  follows  : 

The  width  of  the  bottom,  .  Twenty  feet. 

The  depth  of  water,  .  .  Three  feet  and  a  half. 

The  width  of  the  Canal,  .  Thirty-three  feet  and  a  half. 

The  width  of  the  towing  path,  Ten  feet. 

The  towing  path,  one  foot  above  the  surface  of  the  water. 

The  Locks,  to  be  constructed  to  admit  boats  of  sixty  feet  in 
length  and  nine  feet  in  width. 

The  descent  of  the  Canal,  at  the  rate  of  two  inches  per  mile, 

•  Of  the  Schuylkill  and  Susquehanna  Canal,  the  summit  level  has 
been  dug  upwards  of  three  miles,  and  five  Locks  at  the  east  end 
have  been  completed;  from  thence  upwards  of  four  miles  of  the 
Canal  have  been  excavated,  also  the  feeders  for  the  summit  level. 
From  the  expence  of  the  work  already  executed,  Mr.  Weston  es¬ 
timates  the  cost  of  the  whole  at  £450,000,  or  upwards  of  $1,221,000 
to  dig  the  Canal  the  whole  distance  of  about  70  miles.  Should  the 
experiment  now  making  on  the  Schuylkill  succeed  according  to 
expectation,  by  making  Dams  and  Side  Locks,  and  that  mode  be 
adopted  on  the  Tulpehoccon  and  Swatara,  the  expence  wiU  be 
much  lessened.  Mr.  Weston  besides  calculated  on  a  considerable 
reduction  in  the  cost  of  materials,  and  transportation  of  them,  as  the 
work  progressed,  in  addition  to  which,  at  the  time  the  work  was 
done  a  violent  opposition  existed  against  the  undertaking,  from  the 
landholders  and  inhabitants,  which  made  it  necessary  to  <dve  ex¬ 
travagant  prices  for  the  land  for  the  tract  of  the  Canal,  and  for  water 
rights,  and  other  privileges  :  but  the  sentiments  of  the  people  it  is 
believed  have  changed,  and  this  change,  it  is  expected,  will  have  the 
effect  of  lessening  the  future  expences  of  the  Company  in  various 

The  descent  from  the  summit  level  of  the  Schuylkill  and  Sus¬ 
quehanna  Canal,  near  the  town  of  Lebanon,  is  three  hundred  and 
ten  feet  f0  the  Schuylkill;  the  descent  from  the  same  place  to  the 
Su  quehanna  has  not  been  accurately  ascertained.  The  dimensions 
of  this  section  of  the  Canal  are  as  follows : 
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The  Canal. 

The  Summit  Level. 

Width  at  the  bottom, 

20  feet, 

20  feet. 

Width  of  the  Canal  at  top, 

33 1  do. 

41  do. 

Width  of  the  towing  path, 

10  do. 

10  do. 

Towing  path,  above  the  water, 

1  do. 

1  do. 

Depth  of  water, 

3J  do. 

6  do. 

Locks  now  made  6  feet  fall  each, 

to  admit  boats  of  from  15  to 

20  tons. 


Tlie  success  of  all  Canals  must  depend  upon  the  full  and  regular 
supply  of  water  from  their  feeders.  Should  there  be  a  scarcity  of 
this  indispensable  article,  the  utility  of  the  works  must  be  propor¬ 
tionally  lessened.  So  many  years  had  elapsed  since  the  first  sur¬ 
reys  and  exploration  had  been  made  of  the  streams  and  springs  near 
die  summit  level  of  the  main  Canal  between  the  Schuylkill  and 
Susquehanna,  and  the  country  having  undergone  changes,  by  the 
improved  state  of  its  agriculture,  it  was  supposed  that  there  might 
be  cause  to  apprehend  some  deficiency  of  water  in  that  quarter. 
To  be  correctly  informed  of  this,  as  well  as  to  examine  whether 
new  sources  of  supply  were  not  to  be  had,  the  Company  caused  an 
examination  to  be  made  early  in  the  present  autumn,  by  able  en¬ 
gineers  and  assistants,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  President 
of  the  Company,  of  all  the  neighbouring  waters,  and  accurate  levels 
taken  of  them  ;  their  report,  which  follows,  will  be  found  exceed¬ 
ingly  favourable  to  the  views  of  the  Company,  and  warrant  the  ex¬ 
pectation  that  a  sufficiency  of  water  is  attainable  whenever  this  great 
work  shall  re-commence.  The  zeal  and  diligence  of  the  engineers 
hi  performing  this  important  trust  confided  to  them,  will  be  seen 
■yy  the  minuteness  and  accuracy  of  their  details. 
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To  the  President  of  the  Vnion  Canal  Company. 

Sia, 

Agreeable  (o  your  request,  we  met  at  Lebanon  the  lit! 
September,  and  proceeded  to  ascertain  what  further  supply  of  wa' 
could  be  had  for  the  Canal  from  Little  Swatara  Creek  or  its  branches, 
commencing  at  the  upper  Lock  cill,  and  extending  the  level  towards 
Albert  s  mill,  the  most  advantageous  point  to  convey  the  water 
from,  the  top  of  the  dividing  ridge  at  the  road  from  Myer’s  town  to 
Jones-  town  was  found  61.55  feet  above  the  summit  level,  water- 
surface,  and  55.52  feet  above  Kentner’s  mill  dam,  water  surface, 
thence  to  Deep  Run,  a  branch  of  said  creek,  where  it  crosses  the’ 
road  to  Albert's  mill,  was  found  50.68  feet  above  the  summit  level, 
and  the  water  surface  in  Albert’s  mill  dam  was  62.97  feet  below 
so  that  no  supply  can  be  had  from  Little  Swatara,  or  Deep  Run,  by 

reason  of  the  great  length  of  deep  cutting  to  convey  so  small  a 
stream  as  said  run. 


To  the  waters  of  Furnace  Creek  we  extended  a  survey  aeross 
the  Limestone  Valley  from  the  said  upper  Lock  cill  towards  Zinn’s 
mill;  we  found  the  springhead  of  Quitapahilla  33.74  feet  below  the 
summit,  and  the  water  surface  at  Zinn’s  dam  1 1.25  feet  below,  thence 
extending  the  survey  up  said  Furnace  Creek,  Bowman’s  mill  dam 
water  surface  was  11.96  feet  above,  surface  of  George  Smith’s  sprino- 
16.05  feet  above,  and  surface  of  Coleman’s  mill  dam  67.34  fee’ 
above  the  summit  level,  thus  finding  a  supply  of  all  the  water  in 
Furnace  Creek  taken  at  any  point  above  Bowman’s  mill  dam. 

To  the  waters  of  Hammer  Creek,  at  Horst’s  mill  we  extended 
the  survey  from  Bowman’s  mill  dam,  crossing  H.  Smith’s  run  21 
feet  above  the  summit  level,  thence  to  Dehner’s  run,  where  it  crosses 
the  great  road  from  Shaffer’s  town  to  Harrisburg,  on  the  dividing 
ridge  between  Furnace  and  Hammer  creeks ;  said  run  was  89  36 
ieet  above  the  summit,  and  the  water  surface  in  Horst’s  mill  dam 
104.48  feet  above,  which  may  be  united  with  Furnace  Creek  and 
said  two  runs,  and  conducted  into  the  summit  level,  but  at  a  very  great 
expense,  on  account  of  (he  open  limestone  soil  and  serpentine  route 
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round  the  short  ridges.  We  also  ascertained  that  Daubt’s  run,  a 
branch  of  the  Quittapahilla,  on  the  northwest  of  the  summit  level, 
can  be  conveyed  into  Light’s  brook,  where  said  brook  is  taken  to 
supply  the  summit ;  a  reference  to  the  plan  herewith  exhibited,  con¬ 
taining  all  the  points,  streams  and  roads,  noted  in  the  different  sur¬ 
veys,  will  shew  their  situation,  &c. 

N 

J3.  Statement  of  the  quantity  of  Water  issuing  from  the  following 

Springs  and  Runs . 

Furnace  creek  measured  at  Bowman’s  mill  race,  46.449 
Horst’s  mill  stream  measured  at  the  mill  race,  22.737 
Henry  Smith’s  run,  .....  2.008 

Dehner’s  run,  ......  2.005 


Number  of  Locks  full  per  day  from  the  southern  waters,  73.199 
Kentner’s  mill  stream  measured  before  the  r 


contemplated  dam, 

7.895 

Tice’s  run,  .... 

Breckbell’s  run,  or  Tulpehoccon  creek,  mea- 

.171 

sured  at  the  feeder, 

4.031 

Bailor’s  spring,  ..... 

1.738 

Peiffer’s  spring,  • 

1.215 

Sheaffer’s  spring,  Northern  waters  contain, 

.171 

Punch  spring, 

1.504 

Little  Punch  spring,  .... 

.708 

Light’s  brooke,  ..... 

3.789 

Daubt’s  run,  ..... 

t 

1.503  22.725 

Number  of  Locks  full  per  day  in  all  the  streams,  95.924 

The  waters  of  Furnace  creek  and  Hammer  creek  were  measured 
by  their  velocity,  the  others  were  run  into  boxes  of  fifteen  cubic 
feet,  noting  the  time  of  filling,  and  repeating  the  operation  until  full 
proof  was  obtained  of  the  box  being  filled  in  a  given  time.  This 
quantity  is  much  less  than  may  be  calculated  on  at  this  season ;  the 
springs  and  runs  are  now  lower  than  they  have  been  for  twenty 
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years  past,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Hurst,  Mr.  Light,  and  several  others 
of  equal  respectability. 

It  is  our  opinion,  a  large  supply  of  water  may  be  had  at  a  very 
small  expence,  by  means  of  two  reservoirs  ;  one  of  them  at  Light's 
meadow,  and  the  other  at  Kentner’s  mill  meadow,  both  of  which 
places  are  particularly  formed  to  catch  large  quantities  of  rain  water, 
the  soil  being  clay  and  slate,  is  equally  favourable  for  its  preserva¬ 
tion  ;  at  Light’s,  a  dam  of  160  feet  long  and  15  high  in  the  middle, 
will  collect  from  the  ridge  about  700  acres  of  drainage,  with  a  rapid 
descent,  and  when  filled  will  extend  over  a  surface  of  seven  acres, 
average  depth  six  feet,  and  contain  535  locks  full  of  water.  At 
Kentner’s  mill  meadow  a  dam  of  300  feet  long  and  20  high  in  the 
middle,  when  filled,  will  cover  a  surface  of  18  acres  of  six  feet  deep, 
and  will  collect  a  greater  extent  of  drainage  than  Light’s  with  an 
equal  descent,  and  contain  1375.— Locks  full  of  water,  makings 
gether  1910  Locks  full,  which  added  to  the  691  Locks  full  of  re¬ 
serve  in  the  summit  level,  according  to  Mr.  Weston’s  printed  report, 
makes  2601  Locks  full  of  reserve,  which,  with  the  supply  of  the 
northern  streams,  22.7  Locks  full  per  day,  we  apprehend  will  be 
adequate  to  the  trade  that  may  reasonably  be  supposed  to  pass  over 
the  summit,  making  proper  allowance  for  exhalation  and  leakage, 
but  in  case  the  quantity  should  not  be  sufificient,  the  capacity  of  the' 
reservoirs  may  be  extended  to  contain  the  whole  supply  of  the 
drainage,  by  increasing  the  heigth  of  the  dams. 

With  the  greatest  respect, 

We  remain  your  obedient  servants, 

ROBERT  BROOKE, 
JOHN  SCOTT. 

Lebanon,  8th  October ,  1818. 
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During  the  last  year,  a  survey  was  made,  under  the  authority  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  connect  the  Tioga  branch  of  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna  with  the  Seneca  lake,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  the  navi¬ 
gation  from  which  to  lake  Ontario  is  already  made  practicable,  and 
it  appears  from  the  report  of  the  engineers,  that  no  difficulty  occurs 
but  the  great  lockage,  being  from  the  summit  level,  where  there  is 
abundance  of  water,  a  fail  of  44 5-fa  feet  to  the  lake,  and  45t8q  to 
Tioga  river.  The  estimated  expence  is  $  583,300. 

It  has  been  represented  by  persons  possessing  a  general  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  country  between  the  west  branch  of  Susquehanna  and 
the  Alleghenny,  and  lake  Erie,  as  well  as  the  Juniata,  that  a  water 
communication  between  them  is  practicable,  and  which  the  Union 
Canal  Company  is  authorized  to  make,  but  not  having  information 
sufficiently  particular,  nothing  specific  respecting  those  waters  will 
now  be  submitted. 

The  statements  which  we  have  thus  far  ventured  to  make,  have 
been  given  from  what  has  come  more  immediately  under  our  own 
notice.  The  public  are  as  fully  able  as  we  are  to  comprehend  the 
great  benefits  that  will  result  from  the  complete  execution  of  the 
plans  suggested.  Few  Canals  have  been  more  favourably  placed, 
and  from  that  cause  so  well  adapted  to  accommodate  a  large  and 
increasing  country  with  the  means  of  transportation  for  their  various 
products. 

The  extensive  course  of  the  Susquehanna,  its  branches  and 
tributary  streams,  are  too  familiar  to  require  explanation.  Twenty 
counties  in  Pennsylvania  at  the  least,  and  ten  millions  of  acres  of  ric 
soil,  sustaining  a  large  population,  and  capable  of  supporting  infinit 
ly  more,  look  to  this  river  as  an  outlet  to  their  industry.  When 
reaches  the  midland  counties,  it  is  shut  up  by  falls  and  shallow 
and  no  safe  navigation  to  an  encouraging  market  can  be  had  with 
great  risk  and  hazard  of  loss ;  a  safe  downward  navigation  from 
Conewago  falls,  if  practicable,  which  is  doubted,  can  only  be  attai 
at  immense  expence,  and  could  such  navigation  be  completec 
must  be  confined  to  that  alone,  as  the  river  never  can  be  so 
proved  as  to  admit  a  navigation  upwards. 
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The  Schuylkill  and  Susquehanna  Canal  presents  none  of  these 
difficulties.  It  will  commence  where  the  safe  navigation  of  the 
Susquehanna  terminates,  and  at  a  point  well  calculated  to  receive 
and  convey  the  products  of  all  the  districts,  near  and  accessible  to 
this  river,  when  taken  up  there  a  communication  with  the  ocean  will 
commence  with  little  risk  and  expence. 

Various  points  of  connection,  between  the  Susquehanna  and  the 
Atlantic  have  long  been  sought  for,  and  all  of  them  considered  by 
judicious  and  impartial  men,  men  influenced  by  no  causes  of  a  local 
nature,  but  acting  with  enlarged  views  for  the  public  good.  The 
result  of  their  enquiries  has  been  yielding  a  decided  preference  to 
the  route  designated  by  tbe  Union  Canal  Company,  as  the  least 
expensive,  and  uniting  in  it  more  advantages  than  any  other. 
Whenever  this  work  shall  be  completed,  its  effects  will  sensibly  be 
felt  in  Pennsylvania  as  well  as  the  western  states.  Their  improve¬ 
ment  in  their  commercial  and  agricultural  relations  will  not  be  the 
least  perceivable  good,  an  extensive  country,  now  without  inha¬ 
bitants,  will  then  smile  under  the  hand  of  cultivation,  and  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  enlightened  and  virtuous  citizens,  will  acknowledge  its  nu¬ 
merous  blessings,  readily  attained,  at  no  extraordinary  cost. 

The  advantages  probably  resulting  from  this  undertaking,  are 
fully  and  ably  described  by  Mr.  Breck,  in  his  Sketches  on  the 
Internal  Improvement  of  Pennsylvania.  This  work,  from  its  useful 
tendency,  should  be  in  the  hands  of  all  persons  who  feel  the  least 
desire  to  see  the  energies  of  the  state  or  individuals,  directed  to 
such  undertakings.  Equal  credit  is  due  to  the  author,  for  the  greaS 
diligence  used  in  the  collection  of  his  facts,  as  for  the  talent  display¬ 
ed  in  elucidating  and  explaining  them. 

It  has  been  the  misfortune  of  the  Union  Canal  Company,  from 
particular  circumstances,  to  lay  unSer  suspicions  of  supineness  and 
indifference,  by  those  not  informed  of  their  real  situation.  The 
charge  is  not  merited,  and  with  a  candid  public  it  can  be  readily 
removed.  Most  of  those  who  now  attempt  it,  it  is  true,  know  its 
proceedings  but  from  history,  not  having  participated  in  any  of  the 


early  measures,  with  the  persons  who  devised  the  original  plans.  But 
from  what  has  been  collected  from  official  minutes  and  proceed- 
ings,  they  venture  on  the  assertion,  that  industry,  perseverance,  and 
personal  responsibility,  have  been  given,  almost  without  limit,  to 
save  from  entire  ruin,  the  whole  Canal,  with  its  privileges.  This 
important  object  has  been  fully  effected,  under  circumstances  most 
discouraging,  and  has  been  the  means  of  enabling,  those  who  now 
stand  in  their  places,  to  offer  to  the  public  for  their  patronage  and 
support,  a  charter  renewed  by  the  legislature  on  the  most  favourable 
terms,  a  charter  with  such  priviledges  and  inducements,  that  if  there 
is  a  confirmed  wish  to  complete  this  great  work,  it  may  unquestion¬ 
ably  be  atcbieved,  under  its  auspices.  With  powers  so  adequate 
and  so  favourable,  the  Company  are  besides  possessed  of  the  track 
of  the  Canal,  so  far  as  the  same  has  been  dug,  with  a  right  to  con¬ 
tinue  it  for  the  whole  distance  of  seventy  miles,  and  also  the  neces¬ 
sary  feeders,  with  the  streams  intended  for  their  supply.  This  is 
not  all  of  which  the  Company  are  the  indefeasable  proprietors. 
More  than  three  miles  of  the  summit  of  the  level,  and  four  of  the 
Canal,  has  been  excavated,  and  five  Locks  completed,  and  requiring 
but  small  repair.  To  these  appertain  the  drafts,  levels  and  explo¬ 
rations  of  the  engineers,  which  now  present  every  thing  necessary 
to  incept  this  great  work.  It  is  for  the  public  to  say  when  it  shall 
commence  and  how  it  shall  proceed.  The  moment  they  will  it 
by  effectual  patronage,  its  commencement  and  termination  will  be 
in  their  hands.  As  guardians  of  its  present  concerns,  we  promise  an 
active  co-operation,  and  to  further  such  views,  by  giving  efficacy  to 
all  the  provisions  which  our  charter  of  incorporation  legally  warrant. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

JOSEPH  WATSON,  President. 

G.  Ehrenzeller,  Secretary. 

Office  of  the  Union  Canal  Company 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Philadelphia,  November  17,  181?*. 


